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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Status of Legislation of County Interest

County-opposed AB 81 (Torrico), which would extend the timeframe to safely
surrender a newborn from 72-hours to 30 days and allow cities to designate fire
departments as safe surrender sites as long as they have consulted with county boards
of supervisors and child welfare agencies, passed the Senate Judiciary Committee on
June 26, 2007 by a vote of 5 to 0, and now proceeds to the Senate Public Safety
Committee.

County-supported AB 184 (Bass), which would appropriate $3.0 million from the State
General Fund to provide Independent Living Program services to qualified former foster
youth, passed the Senate Human Services Committee on June 26, 2007 by a vote of
3 to 2, and now proceeds to the Senate Judiciary Committee.

"County-opposed AB 419 (Lieber), which would extend safety employee temporary
disability benefits to additional employees, was approved by the Senate Labor and
Industrial Relations Committee on Wednesday, June 27, 2007. The vote was 3 to 1, and
the measure will next be referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee.
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County-supported AB 845 (Bass), an urgency measure that would provide for an
additional $10.525 million to cover a deficiency in the current fiscal year for the
Transitional Housing Program (THP)-Plus, failed passage on the Senate Floor on
June 28, 2007 by a partisan vote of 23 to 13. The THP-Plus program provides services
to help emancipated foster youth between 18 and 24 years of age avoid homelessness,
incarceration, and reliance on public assistance.

Senate President pro Tempore Perata stated that AB 845 was needed to help
700 emancipated foster youth obtain affordable housing and to learn life skills that
would help them transition to self-sufficiency. Senator Perata stated that it was the
State’s responsibility, and not the counties, to provide transitional housing services to
emancipated foster youth. Senator Ducheny added that one of the largest expenditures
in the State Budget is in the corrections system, and that 70 percent of incarcerated
persons are former foster youth. Senator Ducheny also stated that this cost effective
program could help to prevent the next generation of welfare mothers and State
prisoners. Senate Republicans, including Senators Runner and Ackerman, stated that
their opposition to the bill is centered on the increasing expenditures of the THP-Plus
program, especially in light of the State's deficit.

County-opposed unless amended AB 1581 (Fuller), which would require traffic-
actuated signals to detect lawful bicycle or motorcycle traffic on the roadway, passed
the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee on June 27, 2007, by a vote of
9 to 0, and now proceeds to the Senate Appropriations Committee. Our Sacramento
advocates will continue to oppose this bill unless it is amended to limit the detection of
bicycles to intersections along designated bike routes and reimburse local agencies for
all costs associated with the bill’s requirements.

County-supported SB 120 (Padilla), would require that all chain restaurants in the
State with ten or more outlets to provide nutritional information that includes the total
number of calories, grams of saturated and trans fats, and milligrams of sodium for each
item on standard menus, passed the Assembly Health Committee on June 26, 2007 by
a vote of 9 to 5, and it now proceeds to the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

SB 275 (Cedillo), as amended on June 26, 2007, would prohibit a hospital from causing
a patient to be transported to a location other than the patient’s residence or another
health facility without the patient’s clear and explicit consent. SB 275 establishes
authority for a civil action to be brought against the hospital with fines of no less than
$250,000 for the first violation, and $500,000 for the second violation. It also would
make a hospital guilty of the crime of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of no less
than $500,000 if the facility has two previous violations, which would expose the
hospital to a possible loss of federal funding. SB 275 is scheduled for hearing on
Tuesday, July 3, 2007 in the Assembly Public Safety Committee.
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County-supported SB 720 (Kuehl), which would expand the definition of a whole
family foster home to include existing foster homes and non-related legal guardian
homes, passed the Assembly Human Services Committee on June 26, 2007 by a vote
of 7 to 0, and now proceeds to the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

County-sponsored SB 767 (Ridley-Thomas), which would provide licensed health
care professionals with immunity from civil and criminal liability for prescribing,
dispensing, or distributing an opioid antagonist, passed the Assembly Judiciary
Committee on June 26, 2007 on its consent calendar by a vote of 10 to 0, and now
proceeds to the Assembly Health Committee.

County-opposed SB 942 (Migden), which would enact penalties for failure to return an
injured employee back to work within five days of receipt of a written notice from the
treating physician, was approved by the Assembly Insurance Committee on
Wednesday, June 27, 2007. The vote was 7 to 3, and the measure now proceeds
directly to the Assembly Floor.

Master Bill List

A roster containing the status of all bills with a County advocacy position is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL/DW:DD:IGR:hg

Attachment

c: All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Local 660
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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